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be offered (and the conference held if 
requested) may not be raised as a de-
fense or as an affirmative ground for 
relief in a summons proceeding or any 
other judicial proceeding other than as 
specifically set forth above. Therefore, 
a church or its representatives will not 
be able to litigate the issue of the rea-
sonableness of the appropriate Re-
gional Commissioner’s belief in approv-
ing the commencement of a church tax 
inquiry (i.e., that the church may not 
be tax-exempt or may be engaged in 
taxable activities) in a summons pro-
ceeding or any other judicial pro-
ceeding. The church retains the right 
to raise any substantive or procedural 
argument which would be available to 
taxpayers generally in an appropriate 
proceeding. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Q–18: What is the effective date of the 
church examination procedures? 

A–18: The procedures set forth in sec-
tion 7611 apply to all tax inquiries and 
examinations beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 1984. The procedures of section 
7605 will apply to any examination 
commenced before January 1, 1985. Any 
activities commenced after December 
31, 1984, that would constitute a new in-
quiry or new examination must comply 
with the procedures of section 7611. 

APPLICATION TO SECTION 4958 

Q–19: When do the church tax inquiry 
and examination procedures described 
in section 7611 apply to a determina-
tion of whether there was an excess 
benefit transaction described in section 
4958? 

A–19: See § 53.4958–8(b) of this chapter 
for rules governing the interaction be-
tween section 4958 excise taxes on ex-
cess benefit transactions and section 
7611 church tax inquiry and examina-
tion procedures. 

[T.D. 8013, 50 FR 9615, Mar. 11, 1985. Redesig-
nated and amended by T.D. 8077, 51 FR 6220, 
Feb. 21, 1986; T.D. 8628, 60 FR 62213, Dec. 5, 
1995; T.D. 8920, 66 FR 2171, Jan. 10, 2001; 66 FR 
13013, Mar. 2, 2001; T.D. 8978, 67 FR 3099, Jan. 
23, 2002; 67 FR 12472, Mar. 19, 2002] 

GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES

§ 301.7621–1 Internal revenue districts. 

For delegation to the Secretary of 
authority to prescribe internal revenue 
districts for the purpose of admin-
istering the internal revenue laws, see 
Executive Order No. 10289, dated Sep-
tember 17, 1951 (16 FR 9499), as made ap-
plicable to the Code by Executive 
Order No. 10574, dated November 5, 1954 
(19 FR 7249).

§ 301.7622–1 Authority to administer 
oaths and certify. 

The officers and employees of the In-
ternal Revenue Service whom the Com-
missioner has designated are author-
ized to administer such oaths or affir-
mations and to certify to such papers 
as may be necessary under the internal 
revenue laws or regulations issued 
thereunder, except that the authority 
to certify shall not be construed as ap-
plying to those papers or documents 
the certification of which is authorized 
by separate order or directive. 

(Sec. 7805, Internal Revenue Code of 1954, 68A 
Stat. 917; 26 U.S.C. 7805) 

[T.D. 7359, 40 FR 23743, June 2, 1975]

§ 301.7623–1 Rewards for information 
relating to violations of internal 
revenue laws. 

(a) In general. In cases where rewards 
are not otherwise provided for by law, 
a district or service center director 
may approve a reward, in a suitable 
amount, for information that leads to 
the detection of underpayments of tax, 
or the detection and bringing to trial 
and punishment of persons guilty of 
violating the internal revenue laws or 
conniving at the same. The rewards 
provided for by section 7623 and this 
section will be paid from the proceeds 
of amounts (other than interest) col-
lected by reason of the information 
provided. For purposes of section 7623 
and this section, proceeds of amounts 
(other than interest) collected by rea-
son of the information provided include 
both additional amounts collected be-
cause of the information provided and 
amounts collected prior to receipt of 
the information if the information 
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